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To  The  Chainnan  and  Members, 

Shaftesbury  Rural  district  Council 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annua]  Report 

for  the  year  I96I. 


The  report  is  prepared  and  will  be  circulated 
in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Public  Health 
Officers  Regulations,  1959. 

The  report  shows  that  the  health  of  the  dis¬ 
trict  has  remained  satisfactory  during  the  yearc  There 
was  a  high  incidence  of  measles  during  the  second  and  third 
quarters  of  the  year. 


The  vital  statistics  (page  l)  compare  very  fav¬ 
ourably  Ymth  those  for  the  Country  as  a  whole,  when  allow¬ 
ance  is  made  for  the  smallness  of  the  numbers  under  con¬ 
sideration.  It  is  noted  however,  that  three  suicidal 
deaths  occurred  during  the  year  compared  with  a  total  of 
three  such  deaths  during  the  whole  of  the  preceding  four 
years. 


I  am  indebted  to  your  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector,  Mr.  Casemore,  for  his  co-operation  and  help 
during  the  year  and  for  his  assistance  in  preparing 
this  report,  and  to  my  clerk.  Miss  J.  Shirley  for  her 
efficient  services  during  the  year. 


I  woul d  also  like  to  acknowledge  the  happy 
co-operation  and  assistance  I  always  obtain  from  your 
Clerk  and  the  other  members  of  your  staff. 

Finally,  may  I  think  you.  Ladies  and  Gentle¬ 
men,  for  your  courtesy  and  consideration  throughout  the 

year. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 


tOoU  0 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


' 
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SHAFTESBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  RETORT  OP  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  TEAR 

19  6  1. 


A.  Area  -  42,000  acres. 

Rateable  value:  1st  April,  1962  -  £76,872 

Production  of  a  penny  rate:  1961/62  -  £297  (estimate) 

1962/63  -  £300  (estimate) 


Vital  Statistics 


Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate)  -  9,610 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

Comparative  Rates 

Male  Female  (a)  Shaftesbury  (b) England 


R.D.C. 

&  Wales 

Total 

74 

6l)Rate  per  1,000 

Legitimate 

73 

59) resident  pops 

Illegitimate 

1 

2)=  14.0 

16.1 

17.4 

STILLBIRTHS 

Total 

Nil 

l)Rate  per  1,000 

(Legitimate) 

live  &  stillbirths 
=  7.3 

7.3 

18.7 

DEATHS 

Total 

60 

56)Rate  per  1 ,000 

resident  pops 
=  12.1 

10.2 

12.0 

Deaths  in  Infants 

Under  1  Year 

1 

2^ Infantile  death 

Under  4  Weeks 

1 

2Jrate  per  1,000 

Under  1  Week 

1 

l)live  births 

(Legitimate) 

)=  22.2 

22.2 

21  .4 

1961 

1260 

1939 

I938 

Deaths 

from  Mr  temal  Causes 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

tf 

n 

Tuberculosis 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

tf 

tt 

Cancer  of  the  Lungs 

4 

4 

Nil 

3 

tt 

tt 

Other  Cancer 

22 

15 

10 

20 

II 

tl 

Coronary  Disease (Angina) 

27 

12 

21 

10 

II 

M 

Other  Heart  or  Vascular 

diseases 

33 

40 

46 

41 

ft 

tt 

Influenza 

3 

Nil 

3 

Nil 

11 

tt 

Pneumonia 

4 

4 

6 

8 

ft 

tt 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

Nil 

1 

2 

1 

tt 

N 

All  other  accidents 

Nil 

1 

1 

1 

tt 

rt 

Suicide 

3 

Nil 

1 

1 

tt 

tt 

Leukaemia  &  Aleukemia 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

-  1  - 


Nature  of  the  district 


The  district  is  mainly  i-ural  in  character  with  an 
urbanised  area  in  Gillingham.  The  principal  indus¬ 
tries  and  trades  of  the  district  are  of  a  mixed  nature 
•which  includes  brewing,  brick  making,  timber  works, 
glove  manufacturing  and  the  production  of  dried  milk 
products.  There  are  two  large  bacon  factories  in  the 
district  and  also  the  National  Stud. 


Health  Services  in  the  District  which  are  not  the  respon¬ 

sibility  of  the  District  Council 


The  Hospital  Service 

Prom  the  Northern  part  of  the  district,  patients 
attend  the  Westminster  Memorial  Hospital  and  the 
Salisbury  Hospitals  in  the  Salisbury  Group  Management 
Committee  of  the  Wessex  Regional  Hospital  Board.  Prom 
the  more  Southern  part  of  the  district  patients  attend 
the  Blandford  Hospital  and  the  Bournemouth  and  Poole 
Hospitals  of  the  Bournemouth  and  Bast  Dorset  Group  Hos¬ 
pital  Management  Committee  of  the  Wessex  Regional  Hos¬ 
pital  Board. 

Laboratory  Services 

The  laboratories  at  Dorchester  and  Salisbury  of 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  cover  your  dis¬ 
trict.  The  service  has  again  proved,  in  every  way, 
to  be  co-operative  and  efficient. 

General  Medical  Practitioner.  Opthalmic  and  Phar- 

maceutical  Services 


These  are  administered  locally  by  the  Dorset  Executive 
Committee. 


County  Council  Services 

The  personal  preventive  health  services  are  the 
responsibility  of  the  County  Council. 

They  comprise,  the  care  of  mothers  and  young  children, 
maternity,  school  health,  home  nursing,  mental  health,  the 
ambulance  service,  the  care  and  after  care  of  the  tubercul¬ 
ous,  blind  and  handicapped,  health  education,  the  domestic 
help  service  and  the  welfare  of  the  aged. 


Prevention  of  Disease 


Prophylactic  Inoculations  Preventive  inoculation 
against  disease  is  the  responsibility  of  the  County 
Council  through  the  school  medical,  child  welfare  and 
medical  practitioner  service s„ 


During  the  year  the 
following  treatments  were  carried  out,,  The  figures 
in  parenthesis  are  those  for  the  preceding  years. 


Poliomyelitis  (Six  months  to  thirty -nine  years) 

A  poliomyelitis  vaccination  treatment  sess¬ 
ion  was  held  regularly  in  Shaftesbury  on 
the  second  Thursday  in  the  month  and  at 
Gillingham  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  the 
month  from  3  p.m.  to  7  p.m. 


1?6l 

1J960 

,1252 

Two  treatments 

417 

(4851 

1  (1,175) 

Three  treatments 

436 

(988) 

1  (1,593) 

Pour  treatments 

714 

- 

- 

Diphtheria 

Primary  treatments 

143 

031 ; 

}  (160) 

Booster  treatments 

112 

(ioi ; 

I  (108) 

Whooping  Cough 

Primary  treatments 

129 

(i2°; 

1  (132) 

Booster  treatments 

14 

(15) 

1  (43) 

Tetanus 

Primary  treatments 

230 

(124; 

I  (119) 

Booster  treatments 

67 

(35* 

1  (30) 

Smallpox 

Primary  vaccinations 

109 

(10i; 

)  (117) 

Re-vaccinations 

24 

(26) 

)  (21) 

B.C.G-.  Vaccination 

against  Tuberculosis 

213 

(20)  (93) 
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Environmental  Health  Services 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Part  time)  -  Noel  F.  Pearson, 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. ,  D.P.H. 


He  also  acts  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to 
four  other  District  Councils  in  the  North 
Dorset  Area  and  as  Assistant  County  Medical 
Officer  to  the  Dorset  County  Council. 

The  time  available  which  he  has  to  devote 
to  his  duties  with  your  Council  is  one  half 
day  per  week. 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  (Part  time)  -  F.E.  Casemore, 

A.I.A.S.,  M.R.S.H. ,  M.A.P.H.I. 

and  Inspector  of  Meat  &  Other  Foods. 

Also  Suiveyor  to  the  Council  (Part  time) 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  -  W.E.  Breeds,  M.A.P.H.I., 

C.S.I.B. 

and  Inspector  of  Meat  oc  Other  Foods 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  -  L.F.  Warren , 

M.A.P.H.I. 

and  Inspector  of  Meat  &  Other  Foods. 


Occupied  on  full  time  meat  inspection 


Senior  Meat  Inspector 
Meat  Inspector 

Clerical  staff 


R.A.  Leach,  M.A.P.H.I. 

B.R,  Marchant,  M.R.S.H., 
M.R.I.,  P.H.H. 

Two  Clerks  (Part  time) 


WATER  SUPPLY 


The  statutory  water  undertaking  an  the  district  is  the 
West  Wilts  Water  Board.  There  has  been  close  co-operation 
between  the  Board's  Officers  and  your  public  health  officers, 
copies  of  reports  on  samples  of  water  taken  by  the  Board  are 
forwarded  to  my  office  and  reciprocally,  copies  of  samples 
taken  on  your  behalf  are  sent  to  the  Board. 


-  4  - 


The  supplies  remained  throughout  the  year  adequate  to 
meet  the  demand  and  the  purity  of  the  supplies  have  remained 
satisfactory. 

Weekly  samples  have  been  taken  from  the  supplies  for 
bacteriological  examination. 

Some  concern  was  experienced  during  the  year  with 
regard  to  the  safety  of  the  Fontraell  Magna  private  supply 
now  limited  as  a  supply  to  eighteen  properties.  Action 
has  been  taken  by  the  owners  of  the  supply  to  improve  the 
quality  of  the  water.  Sampling  over  a.  period  of  time  and 
under  difficult  weather  conditions,  will  show  if  this  action 
has  proved  successful  „ 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


Good  progress  was  made  during  the  year  on  the  Gill¬ 
ingham  sewerage  scheme  which  will  be  completed  early  in 
1962. 


Schemes  have  been  prepared  for  main  drainage  for  the 
parishes  of  Bourton,  Motcombe  and  Fontmell  Magna. 

Authority  was  given  during  the  year  for  survey  and 
preparation  of  outline  schemes  for  main  drainage  of  the 
villages  of  East  Stour,  Stour  Provost,  Buckhom  Weston 
and  Kington  Magna, 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


House  Refuse  and  Salvage  The  service  for  the 
collection  of  house  refuse  has  continued  as  in  previous 
years,  providing  a  weekly  service  in  Gillingham,  a  fort¬ 
nightly  one  in  six  parishes  and  a  monthly  one  in  the 
remainder  of  the  district. 


One  hundred  and  forty 

tons  of  salvage  was  collected  during  the  year  bringing  in 
revenue  of  £855  compared  with  £702  during  the  preceding 
year. 


Cesspool  Emptying  No  cesspool  empthing  is  under¬ 
taken  by  the  Council  other  than  from  its  own  Council 
house  septic  tanks.  This  is  by  arrangement  with  a 
Contractor. 


-  5  - 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS  POLLUTION 


Until  adequate  parish  sewerage  schemes  can  he  provided, 
a  gross  amount  of  pollution  of  streams  and  ditches  in  the 
district  cannot  he  avoided.  This  type  of  pollution  is 
present  in  many  parishes. 

It  is  for  this  reason  that  the  Councils  projects  for 
sewage  schemes  in  further  parishes  are  welcomed. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  (Nil  figures  are  not  given) 


No .  of  Prem¬ 
ises  on  reg-  Inspec-  Written 
ister.  tions .  Notices 


(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,2, 3, 4  &  6  ai-e  to  he  enforced 


by  the  Local  Authority 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is  enfor- 

5 

4 

ced  hy  the  Local  Authority 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  hy  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 

44 

18 

1 

outworkers '  premises ) 

Total, 

49 

22 

1 

No,  of 
were  s- 

cases  in  which  defects 

Referred  hy 

Found 

Remedied 

H.M. Inspector 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

1 

1 

1 

Total. 

1 

1 

1 

No,  of  Outworkers 


74  (Wearing  apparel) 


SHOPS  ACTS 


Thirty  seven  inspections  were  carried  out.  Three  defects 
were  found.  Informal  action  resulted  in  two  of  the  defects 
being  remedied. 


THE  CLEAN  AIR  ACT, 


Observations  continued  £o  be  made  during  the  year  on 
factory  chineys  in  the  area  and  appropriate  action  taken 
where  necessary, 

SWIMMING  BATHS 


There  is  one  public  swimming  bath  in  the  district, 
being  the  Gillingham  bath.  The  efficiency  of  the  chlor¬ 
ination  plant  and  the  quality  of  the  water  lias  been  reg¬ 
ularly  checked  and  advice  given  when  considered  necessary. 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS  AND  CAMPING  SITES 


Twelve  sites  are  licensed  under  the  Caravan  Sites 
Control  and  Development  Act,  1^6Ce  The  majority  of 
these  are  for  individual,  caravans  for  temporary  use. 
One  site  is  on  a  main  trunk  road  for  the  summer  use  of 

touring  caravans. 


VERMINOUS  PREMISES 


One  property  was  treated  for  infestation  with  fleas, 
nine  with  cockroaches,  three  with  wasps,  two  with  bees, 
one  with  earwigs  and  fourteen  for  fly  infestation. 

The  treatments  were  carried  out  by  pressure  spraying 
with  insecticides  and  by  fumigation. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 


The  duties  of  the  Council,  •under  the  Prevention  of 
Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1 949  are  carried  out  in  the  district 
by  the  North  Dorset  Joint  Rodent  Committee  whose  activ¬ 
ities  cover  the  five  districts  in  the  North  Dorset  area 
and  the  Beaminster  Rural  District.  Four*  hundred  and 
thirty  inspections  were  carreid  out  during  the  year  by 
the  roden  operators. 
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RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT.  1951 


Ho  premises  in  the  district  are  registered  or  licensed 
under  this  Act. 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT.  1951 


During  the  year  there  ms  one  shop  in  the  district 
licensed  for  the  keeping  and  sale  of  pet  animals  under  the 
above  mentioned  Act.  One  inspection  ms  carried  out 
during  the  year. 


SCHOOLS  (INCLUDING  SCHOOL  CANTEENS) 


Inspections  have  continued  to  be  carried  out  and 
conditions  in  general  have  been  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


RATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS.  1946  and  1951  -  Section  A7 


Ho  action  ms  required  to  be  taken  during  the  year 
under  these  Acts  with  regard  to  the  compulsory  removal  of 
persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention  and  living  under  insan¬ 
itary  conditions. 


HOUSING  (The  figures  in  parenthesis  refer  to  the  preceding 
year) 


Total  number  of  houses  in  the  district  _ 3.144  (3.1l£) 


r-L.  UUiiOOX  V^x  -LX  i  Ul  UJ.OUAXV  U 

Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year  - 

>  * 1 

Total  He.  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 
during  the  year 

156 

(92) 

No.  of  inspections  made 

176 

(12  3) 

No.  of  informal  notices  served 

100 

(18) 

No.  of  informal  notices  complied  with 

3 

(10) 

No.  of  statutory  notices  served 

18 

.  17 

No.  of  statutory  notices  complied  with 

!£ 

(111 

No.  of  houses  reported  under  Section  16 

of  the  Housing  Act,  1959 _ _ _ ___ _ 10 _ (7) 

Action  taken  by  the  Local  Authority  in 
respect  of  such  houses  - 
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2  (Nil) 


Demolition  or  Closing  Orders  made_ 
Undertakings  accepted  for  - 

Closure 4  (2) 
Reconditioning  -  (Nil) 
Other  Action  4  (Nil) 


Ho.  of  houses  included  in  Clearance  Areas  during  the 
year _ _ _ _ _ _ Nil  (Nil) 


Slum  Clearance 


Prom  this  table  it  will  be  seen  that  a  considerable 
amount  of  housing  inspection  was  carried  out  during  the 

year. 

Arrangements  are  now  in  operation  for  inspection  to 
be  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector  of  all  houses 
occupied  by  applicants  for  Council  houses  and  considered  to 
be  living  in  an  unfit  house.  Following  rehousing  of  a 
tenant  from  an  unfit  house  by  the  Council,  immediate  action 
is  taken  in  respect  of  the  unfit  house  to  ensure,  as  far  as 
possible,  that  the  house  is  not  reoccupied  until  made  fit. 


0  ve  rcrowding 

No  cases  of  statutory  overcrowding  were  found  or  abated 
during  the  year. 


Houses  Let  in  Lodgings 

No  houses  are  known  to  be  let  in  lodgings. 


Improvement  Grants 


Twenty  nine  (twenty  one)  applications  were  received  during 
the  year  in  respect  to  ‘standard.8  grants  and  twenty  six  (twenty 
three)  in  respect  to  ‘discretionary5  grants. 


The  standard  improvement  grants  are  undoubtedly  a  most 
valuable  contribution  toward  the  improvement  of  the  general 
standard  of  housing.  Par  too  many  houses,  not  ’unfit*  with¬ 
in  the  meaning  of  the  Housing  Acts  remain  unfit  by  any  reas¬ 
onable  standard  due  to  the  lack  of  basic  sanitary  amenities. 
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New  Houses 


Ten  new  houses  were  completed  by  the  Council  during  the 
year.  Twenty  two  houses  were  built  by  private  enterprise. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  185  applicants  on  the 
Council  house  waiting  list  compared  with  151  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year.  Sixty  one  families  were  rehoused  by  the  Council 
during  the  year. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  POOD  SUPPLIES 


Milk 


Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1955 

No.  of  'dealers'  subject  to  licen¬ 
sing  by  the  District  Council  Nil 

No.  of  'dairies'  in  the  district 

subject  to  registration  3 


No.  of  'distributors'  subject  to 
registration _ 6 


Samples 

Seventy  samples  of  milk  taken  and  submitted  for  exam¬ 
ination  during  the  year,  one  sample  of  tuberculin  tested 
milk  failed  to  satisfy  the  test. 

Milk  &  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959  - 

Regulation  20 

No  action  was  called  for  or  taken  during 

the  year. 

Other  Pood  Premises 

The  number  of  food  premises  in  the  area, 
business:- 

by  type  of 

Hotels,  Restaurants,  cafes  and 
boarding  houses 

33 

Canteens  -  (workplace) 

4 

Confectioners 

2 

Meat  and  Pish 

10 

Grocers 

6 

Mixed  Stores 

30 

Boarding  Schools  and  other 
residential  institutions 

7 

Pood  factories,  slaughterhouses  and 
canteens 

16 

Stalls  and  Clubs 

8 

Other  (including  school  kitchens)”  ~~~  ""  iG 
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No.  of  food  premises  subject  to  registration  under 
Section  16  of  the  Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1955  in  respect  of  - 


Ice  Cream _ _ 

Sausages  &  Prepared  meats_ 
Fish  and  Chips 


hk 


1 


i 


No.  of  samples  of  ice-cream  submitted  for  Methylen 
Blue  Test _ _ _  80 

No.  of  premises  inspected  during 
the  year _  143 

No.  of  inspections  carried  out  1 47 


Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment  etc)  Regulations.  1947  -  1952 


All  the  ice  cream  sold,  comes  into  the  district 
pre-packed. 


There  is  no  ice  cream  manufacturer  registered  in 

the  district. 


Byelaws  in  respect  of  Handling  and  Wrapping  Food  etc. 


Such  byelaws  are  operative  within  the  district. 


Food  Inspection 


Slaughterhouses 


The  three  slaughterhouses  (two  being 
bacon  factories)  became  registered  on  1st 


connected  with 
April ,  1961. 


Meat  Inspection 


A  virtual  100%  meat  inspection  service  was  provided 
throughout  the  year,  the  details  of  which  are  given  in  the 
following  table. 
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Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

446 

650 

_ 

6,789 

7,199 

66,338 

Number  Inspected 

446 

650 

6,436 

6,993 

66,294 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  & 

C.ysticerci. 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

57 

34 

64 

414 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

64 

21? 

87 

1,140 

13,088 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

14.3 

42.1 

1.8 

17.2 

20.3 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

68 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

23 

m n 

4,112 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

3.5 

6.3 

C.ysticercosis : 

Carcases  of  which 
sane  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

Butchers  and  Other  Shops 

Twenty  two  inspections  were  carried  out.  No  unfit  meat  was 
detected. 
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SUMMARY  OP  SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  Ci'iRRIED  OUT 


Total  No.  of  inspections  (under  all  headings)  2,468  (3 .009 


Total  No.  of  informal  notices  served  _  179 _ (73 

Total  No.  of  informal  notices  complied  with  33  (61 
Total  No.  of  statutory  notices  served  18  (17 
Total  No.  of  statutory  notices  complied  -with  15  (28 
No.  of  prose cutions^ _  (2 


E.  RADIATION  HAZARDS 


No  information  has  been  received  during  the  year,,  under 
the  radioactive  Substances  Act,  indicating  premises  where 
radioactive  material  is  in  use  or  in  respect  to  authorised 
arrangements  made  for  the  disposal  of  radioactive  waste  from 
such  premises. 


What  information  has  been  made  available  with  regard  to 
the  results  of  monitoring  background  radiation  from  nuclear 
fall  out  by  Central  Departments  suggests  that  no  deterioration 
has  taken  place  from  the  position  last  yea 


F.  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE 


Other  than  tuberculosis  - 


Disease 


Total  Cases 

Notified 


Dysentery  3 
Scarlet  Fever  5 
Measles  243 
Pneumonia  2 
Whooping  Cough  10 


Tuberculosis  - 


New  Cases  Notified 
Respiratory  Non -Respiratory 

2 


Pood  Poisoning  - 

There  were  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  notified  during  the  year. 


NOEL  F.  PEARSON 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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